
                 NEWS 
 

 

 
 

Ford GT press materials: http://fordgt.fordpresskits.com 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @FordPerformance #FordWEC #letsgoracing 

www.fordperformance.com 
   
 

RELEASE AT 13:00 CET ON JANUARY 5, 2016 
 

Ford GT Drivers Revealed for World Endurance Battle 
 
 Marino Franchitti, Stefan Mücke, Olivier Pla and Andy Priaulx to race the all-new Ford 

GT in FIA World Endurance Championship for Ford Chip Ganassi Racing 
 

 Follows on from US announcement that Richard Westbrook, Dirk Müller, Joey Hand and 
Ryan Briscoe will race the all-new Ford GT in the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship 

 
 Mücke to join Ford Chip Ganassi Racing Team for Rolex 24 at Daytona later this month 

 
 
GREATWORTH PARK, U.K., Jan. 5, 2016 – Ford Chip Ganassi Racing today revealed that 
Marino Franchitti, Stefan Mücke, Olivier Pla and Andy Priaulx have been selected to race in 
the 2016 FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) at the wheel of the all-new Ford GT. 
 
Ford is running two cars in the FIA World Endurance Championship and two in the IMSA 
WeatherTech SportsCar Championship. The intention is for the two teams to come together 
in June for a four-car effort at arguably the most famous endurance race in the world, the Le 
Mans 24 Hours, fifty years after its historic 1-2-3 finish. The FIA WEC will visit a further three 
locations in Europe, Silverstone (UK), Nurburgring (Germany) and Spa (Belgium). 
 
“Make no mistake, we are racing to win,” said Dave Pericak, Ford Performance global 
director.  “To compete at this level you need the best car, the best team and the best drivers, 
and we have selected Stefan, Olivier, Andy and Marino to drive the Ford GT to take on the 
best in the world.” 
 
“I’m excited to be at team HQ in the UK to launch the WEC team,” said Chip Ganassi, owner 
of Ford Chip Ganassi Racing. “Just like when we announced the Ford GT drivers for the 
Weathertech Sportscar Championship last month, we’ve again chosen drivers with heart, 
speed and proven endurance racing credentials. It’s a global team running in two 
championships and I can’t wait for the racing to begin.” 
 
Briton Marino Franchitti is an endurance-specialist and has raced at Le Mans no less than 
five times. Stefan Mücke, from Germany, has multiple WEC victories under his belt and 
knows what it takes to make it onto the podium at Le Mans. Frenchman, Olivier Pla, also has 
first-hand experience of the fierce competition in WEC. Briton Andy Priaulx is a three-time 
FIA World Touring Car Champion who has also won one of the world’s toughest endurance 
races - the Nürburgring 24 Hours - and stood on the podium at Le Mans.  
 
WEC Ford Chip Ganassi Racing team principal – Multimatic’s George Howard-Chappell – 
has already led a team to victory at Le Mans on three occasions. 
 
“It doesn’t get any more competitive than the Le Mans 24 Hours but that is what makes 
winning it so special,” said Howard-Chappell. “Everything has to be perfect and even then 
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you still need luck on your side to cross the line first. The Ford GT has been built to return to 
Le Mans and these four drivers all know what it takes to compete against the toughest 
competition in the world.” 
 
Mücke will get behind the wheel of the Ford GT very soon as he joins the IMSA Ford Chip 
Ganassi Racing squad for the Roar Before the Rolex 24 at Daytona, Jan. 8-10. Mücke will 
become the third driver in the #67 Ford GT entry at the Rolex 24 at Daytona, which takes 
place on Jan. 30-31 alongside Ryan Briscoe and Richard Westbrook. 
 
The all-new Ford GT is the pinnacle of Ford innovation in aerodynamics and lightweight 
carbon fibre construction. It is powered by a new twin-turbo Ford EcoBoost V6 engine, the 
most powerful EcoBoost production engine ever. 
 
 
Introducing the WEC Ford Chip Ganassi Racing Drivers 
 
Marino Franchitti is part of a family where performance is hard-wired into their DNA. He 
won the 12 Hours of Sebring with Chip Ganassi Racing-Ford in 2014 - Ford's first overall win 
there since 1969.  
 
“From my first test in the Ford GT I fell in love with it and just wanted to drive it more and 
more. It’s incredible to be part of Ford’s return to international GT racing and to go to Le 
Mans 50 years after Ford’s first win there will be extremely special.” Franchitti said. “The car 
feels great to drive; the new LM GTE rules certainly move the performance of a GT car to 
new levels and Ford and their partners have built a fantastic car.” 
 
Stefan Mücke is a proven race winner. The German has competed in the GTE Pro class of 
WEC since the series’ formation in 2012, and knows the World Endurance Championship 
inside and out. 
 
“I’m very excited to be part of such a great programme, especially with the history that the 
Ford GT has at Le Mans,” Mücke said. “Le Mans is a very special race for every driver. It is 
the one that we all want to win because it is such a difficult thing to do. I have come close in 
the past and now I hope that with Ford we can go all the way.” 
 
Olivier Pla is one of sportscar racing’s best-kept secrets. The quiet Frenchman is known for 
his incredible car control and knows what it takes to win at the highest level. 
 
“It's a huge honour for me to represent Ford - the Ford GT is a very special car and it is a 
privilege for me to drive it. The level of competition is going to be incredibly high in WEC and 
I can’t wait to race. Personally as a Frenchman, lining up at Le Mans as a Ford GT driver will 
be something very special.” 
 
Andy Priaulx is a triple World Touring Car Champion who has won the Nürburgring 24 
Hours, the Sebring 12 Hours, and stood on the podium at Le Mans.  
 
“A new project is always exciting but for me to be driving for Ford in the WEC is just on 
another level,” Priaulx said. “I can’t wait to get behind the wheel of the car and start the 
preparations for the season. Any motorsport fan will remember the iconic Ford GT40 cars of 
the past, and for me to be part of this programme 50 years after Ford’s historic win at Le 
Mans is such a privilege.   
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World Endurance Championship Schedule: 
 

 April 17: 6 Hours of Silverstone, Great Britain 
 May 7: 6 Hours of Spa, Belgium 
 June 18/19: Le Mans 24 Hours, France 
 July 24: 6 Hours of Nürburgring, Germany 
 Sept. 3: 6 Hours of Mexico City, Mexico 
 Sept. 17: 6 Hours of Circuit of the Americas (Lone Star Le Mans), U.S. 
 Oct. 16: 6 Hours of Fuji, Japan 
 Nov. 6: 6 Hours of Shanghai, China 
 Nov. 19: 6 Hours of Bahrain, Bahrain 

 
 
 

# # # 
 
About Ford Motor Company 
Ford Motor Company, a global automotive industry leader based in Dearborn, Mich., manufactures or 
distributes automobiles across six continents. With about 197,000 employees and 67 plants 
worldwide, the company’s automotive brands include Ford and Lincoln. The company provides 
financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company. For more information regarding Ford and its 
products worldwide, please visit www.corporate.ford.com. 
 
Ford of Europe is responsible for producing, selling and servicing Ford brand vehicles in 50 
individual markets and employs approximately 53,000 employees at its wholly owned facilities and 
approximately 68,000 people when joint ventures and unconsolidated businesses are included. In 
addition to Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Europe operations include Ford Customer Service 
Division and 24 manufacturing facilities (16 wholly owned or consolidated joint venture facilities and 8 
unconsolidated joint venture facilities). The first Ford cars were shipped to Europe in 1903 – the same 
year Ford Motor Company was founded. European production started in 1911. 
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