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Ford’s World Endurance Super Season is GO! 
 

 Ford Chip Ganassi Racing team is “stronger than ever” and ready to challenge for the 

GTE Pro championship titles 

 Teams expecting GTE Pro class to be the most competitive ever  

 New pit stop rules will feature for first time at Spa 

 

GREATWORTH, U.K., Apr. 30, 2018 – The first ever FIA World Endurance Championship 

“Super Season” gets underway this weekend at Spa-Francorchamps in Belgium. After 

completing an intensive winter test programme, the Ford Chip Ganassi Racing team is 

stronger than ever and ready for what is expected to be the most competitive GTE Pro class 

battle ever.  

 

Michelin has produced a new tyre for 2018, so much of the test programme has focused on 

getting the most from the new rubber. Spa will be the first opportunity to see who has done 

the best job on that front. 

 

“The Super Season is a huge task for the team as it contains two Le Mans 24 Hours and is 

spread over a long period so we have to make sure we stay focused the whole time,” said 

Mark Rushbrook, global director of Ford Performance Motorsport. “We’re thrilled to have 

been invited to run four Ford GTs at Le Mans again this summer and we will do everything in 

our power to make sure all four GTs ‘Go Like Hell’. Our target is to win at Le Mans, both 

times, and to win the championships in both WEC and IMSA. We’ve started well in IMSA 

where we are running first in the GTLM driver, team and manufacturer’s championships. 

We’re aiming high!” 

 

Ford will face stiff competition from Ferrari, BMW, Aston Martin and Porsche during the 

WEC Super Season, with Corvette joining the fight at Le Mans. When the level of 

competition is as high as it is in GTE Pro you need a team of exceptional drivers, and Ford is 

delighted to retain Stefan Mücke (GER) and Olivier Pla (FRA) in the #66 GT and Andy 

Priaulx (GB) and Harry Tincknell (GB) in the #67. Joining them for Spa and Le Mans are 

team regular Billy Johnson (US) in #66 and Indycar superstar Tony Kanaan (BRA) in the #67 

GT. 

 

“I’m really looking forward to Spa and the start of the Super Season,” Mücke said. “We’re 

excited to start this special season that has two Le Mans 24 Hours in the schedule. We have 

new competition coming with new cars and a very big GTE Pro field for Le Mans. It’s going 

to be a tough season with tough racing but that’s exactly what we want. We know the Ford 

GT well now; every bolt and every detail. We’ve been very busy over the winter especially 

with tyre testing and making sure every detail of the car is perfect. I think we are stronger 

than ever, better prepared than ever, and that’s why I think we have a very good chance this 

year.” 
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The Ford Chip Ganassi Racing team has had a busy winter, running through a detailed test 

programme to make sure everything is ready for Spa. This has included many pit stop drills 

for the team as the rules governing pit stops have been updated for 2018. Teams are now 

permitted to change tyres at the same time as refuelling the cars, which will make the stops 

faster and provide more excitement in the pits.  

 

After coming tantalisingly close to winning his first world championship in 2017, Harry 

Tincknell has his eyes on the prize. 

 

“I think this season is our best chance of winning the championship,” Tincknell said. “The 

circuits we go to all suit the Ford GT and the slow speed tracks have all been removed from 

the schedule. Teaming up again with Andy and keeping our core crew together is great for 

continuity and I think we’ve taken another step forward over the winter. We’ve won four 

races together and had a second at Le Mans, so clearly the partnership is working and we 

will look for a strong start at Spa. We will have Tony with us at the start of the season too, 

and we all know what an incredible competitor he is. We were right in contention in second 

place last year at Spa before an electrical issue dropped us down a lap, but testing there 

went really well this month and I’m really hopeful to get the championship off to flying start.” 

 

The 6 Hours of Spa gets underway on Saturday, May 5 at 13:30 CET. 
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About Ford Motor Company 
Ford Motor Company is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan. The company designs, manufactures, markets 
and services a full line of Ford cars, trucks, SUVs, electrified vehicles and Lincoln luxury vehicles, provides financial 
services through Ford Motor Credit Company and is pursuing leadership positions in electrification, autonomous 
vehicles and mobility solutions. Ford employs approximately 202,000 people worldwide. For more information regarding 
Ford, its products and Ford Motor Credit Company, please visit www.corporate.ford.com.  
 
Ford of Europe is responsible for producing, selling and servicing Ford brand vehicles in 50 individual markets and 
employs approximately 54,000 employees at its wholly owned facilities and approximately 69,000 people when joint 
ventures and unconsolidated businesses are included. In addition to Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Europe 
operations include Ford Customer Service Division and 24 manufacturing facilities (16 wholly owned or consolidated 
joint venture facilities and eight unconsolidated joint venture facilities). The first Ford cars were shipped to Europe in 
1903 – the same year Ford Motor Company was founded. European production started in 1911. 
 
About Chip Ganassi Racing 
Chip Ganassi has been a fixture in the auto racing industry for over 30 years and is considered one of the most 
successful as well as innovative owners the sport has anywhere in the world. Today his teams include two cars in the 
Verizon IndyCar Series, two cars in the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series, one car in the NASCAR XFINITY Series, 
two factory Ford GT’s in the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship and two factory Ford GT’s in the FIA World 
Endurance Championship. Overall his teams have 18 championships and more than 200 victories, including four 
Indianapolis 500s, a Daytona 500, a Brickyard 400, a Le Mans 24 Hours, eight Rolex 24 At Daytonas and the 12 Hours 
of Sebring. Ganassi boasts state-of-the-art race shop facilities in Indianapolis and Concord, N.C., with a corporate office 
in Pittsburgh.  For more information log onto: www.chipganassiracing.com. 
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Contact: 

 
Lindsay Morle 
Ford Chip Ganassi Racing (WEC) 
+44 7971 481078 
lindsay@fordchipganassiracing.com 
 
Lachelle Laney  
Ford Chip Ganassi Racing (IMSA) 
+1 630 780 7006 
llaney@campbellmarketing.com     
 
Kelby Krauss 
Chip Ganassi Racing 
+1 317 945 3019 
kkrauss@ganassi.com  
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